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Please amend the claims as follows: 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



1. (currently amended) A communicattons earpiece comprising: 



NOV 2^ 2008 



a transducer enclositre portion; 

a transducer housed generally within the transducer enclosure portion; 
a sound horn; and 

a generally tubular connection member for channeling sound from the transducer enclosure 
portion to the sound horn; wherein 

the connection member has a first adjustment means for allowing rotation of the 
connection member relative to the transducer enclosure portion; [[and]] 

the connection member has a second adjustment means for allowinginovcment of the 
sound horn selectively toward and/or away from the transducer enclosure portion and for 
allowing rotation of the sound horn in lelation to the connection member: 

the second adjustment means fncludes a generally hollow cylindrical pTo|ection on the 
sound hom engaging a hollow cvlindrical end portio n on the connection member: 

the second adjustment means includes a retainer having a raised ring on one of the hollow 
cvlindrical projection on the sound hom and the hollow cvlindrical end portion on the connection 
member and a retaining ridee on the other of the hollow cylindrical piojection <>n the sound hom 
and the hollow cvlindrical end portion on the connection member: and 

the raised ring abuts the retaining ridge when the sound hom is moved longitudinally away 
from the connection meml?er such that the retainer facilitates positional adjustm ent betweenJhe 
sound hom a nd the connection member but prevents disengagement of the connection member 
and the sound hom. 
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2. (original) The communications earpiece of claim 1 , wherein: 

the first adjustment means includes a generally hollow cylindrical projection on the 
transducer enclosure and a hollow cylindrical end portion on the connection member. 

3. (currently amended) Theconmiunicationsearpieceof claim 2, wherein: 

the cylindrical end pordon is rotatably ailixed to the cylindrical projection of the first 
adjustment means > 

4. (currently amended) The communications earpiece of claim 2, whereim: 

the cylindrical end portion is rotatably affixed over the cylindrical projection of the first 
adjustment means . 

5. (canceled) 

6s (currently amended) llie communications earpiece ofekamS claim 1. wherein: 

the cylindrical end portion of the second adjustment means is slidabiy. affixed to the 
cylindrical projection of the second adjustment means such that the cylindncal end portion can 
be moved longitudinally along al least a portion of the length of the cylindrical projection. 

7. (currently amoidcd) Thccoiimiunicationseaipieceofri^i^^clai^^ 

the cylindrical end portion of the second adjustment means is slidabiy affixed over the 
cylindrical projection of the second adjustment means such that the cylindrical end portion can 
be moved loi^tudinally along at least a portion of the length of the cylindrical projection. 

8. (cunently amended) The conamunications earpiece of eJm«^£laiii^ 

the cylindrical end portion of the second adjustment means is rotatably affixed to ihe 
cylindrical projection of the second adjustment means . 

9. (currently iimended) The communications earpiece of oloim 3 claim K wherein: 

the cylindrical end portion of die second adjustment mteans is rotatably affixed over the 
cylindrical projection of the second adjustment means . 
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Claims 10 - IS. (canceled) 

16. (currently amended) The communications earpiece of oloim 10 claim . 1, wherein: 

Ihe connection member is bent, such that the connection member cas rotate in relation to 
the transducer enclosure portion about a first axis; and 

the sound hom can rotate in relation to the connection member about a second axis. 

1 7. (original) The conamunications earpiece of claim I» wherein: 

the transducer enclosure portion is adapted for hooking over the top of the user's ear. 
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18. (currently amended) A communications earpiece^ comprising: 

a transducer enclosure portion including a first generally hollow projection : 

a transducer housed generally within the transducer enclosiire portion; 

a sound horn includina a secoi^d generally hollow protection : and 

a generally tubular connection member for channeling sound from the transducer enclosure 
portion to the sound horn; 

a finrt retainer incl^din^ a raised ring on one pf a first end of the comiection member and 
the first hollow projection and a retaining r^dge on the other of the first end: of the connection 
member and the first hq|low projecttpn; 

a second retainer including a raised ring on one of a jsecoiid end of the connection member 
and the second hollow projection and a retaining ridse on thip other of the first end of the 
connection member and the second hollow projection; qnd wherein 

th e tnmsdue e r -e n ^ yto s uF e portion-has ft firat gen e rally hoitow proj e oti<! ^ n; 

di e sound hom - hos-fl se oond g e D e rdly hollow proj e ction; 

the ccmnection member is rotatably affixed at [[one]] ths end to the first generally 
hollow projection; and 

the connection memtrer is rotatably affixed at the e&eF second end to the second generally 
hollow projectio n: and 

the connection member can be moved longitudinally along at least a portion of the length 
of ^ l^a^ of th^ fir^t generally t^ollow projection and the second gcnetiJlv hollow 
projection: 

the raised ring of the first retainer abuts the retaining ri dpe of the first retainer such that the 
first retainer facilitates positional adjustment between the connection member and the first 
generally hollow proiection but prevents disengagement of tl^e connection member and the first 
eenei^lyfrollowprpjc^ti^^ apd 

the raised ring of the second retainer abuts the retaining rid ge of the . aecond retainer such 
that the second retainer facijitertes positional adjustment between the connection member and the 
second generally hollow projection but prevents disengagement of the connection member and 
the second generally hollow proiection . 
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19. (currently amended) The communications earpiece of claim 1 &, wherein: 

^ t he first end of the connection member fits over the first generally hollow projection; 

and 

the eAeF second end of the connection member fits over the second generally hollow 
projection. 

20. (original) The communications earpiece of claim 18» wherein: 

the connection member is bent such that the coimectlon member can rotate in relation to 
the transducer enclosure portion about a first axis; and 

the sound horn can rotate in relation to the connection niember about a second axis. 

21. (original) The communications ^earpiece of claim 18, wherein: 

the second generally hollow projection is elongated such that the coniiection member can 
be moved longitudinally along at leaist a portion of the length of the seccmd generally hollow 
projection. 

22. (panceled) 

23. (currently amended) [[A]} Ths. conrniunications earpiece of claim 24, Mtsa comprising: 

a tHinaducer onolosuro portion; 

a transducer housed generally within the transducer ^closure pefti^; and whgrcin 

the ear bud has a sound horn including a reverse ho rn, the reverse hom having a textured 

surface and configured for placemei^ in the ear canal of a user, the textured/surface operative to 

vary the amount of occlusion of the ear canal depending on the placemrat of the sound horn 

relative to the user^s ear canal; wh e r e in and 

the position of the sound horn is adjustable in relation to the transducer enclosure pe^^ 

in all three physical dimensions. 
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24. (currently amended) In a communications earpiece^ an improvement comprising: 

a connecting tube for connecting and acoustically coupling a transducer enclosure to an ear 

bud; 

an elongated projection connected to at least one of the tiBQsducer enclosure and the ear 
bud for insertion into one end of the connecting tube; mid 

a retainer on at l e ost on e of th e oonn e oting tub e and the e longat e d proj e ction^ the r e tain e r 
facilitating po s itional adjustment b e tw ee n th e oonn e oting tub e cmd th e e longat e d proj e ction but 
proventing di s en g ggofiiimt - of the oomeetinft^^ including a raised 

ring on pne.of the connectiqR ^be and the elonRated proiectioi^i and a retaining ridfie on the other 
of the connecting tube ^nd the elongated projection; and wherein 

the connecting tube can be rotated about the elongated projection; arid ■ figther - wfa e rein 

the connecting tube can be moved longitudinally along at least a poilion of the length of 
the elongated projectio n: and 

tb? i^ised ring abuts.the retaiiwg ry^Re wlyff. tfiff cQimWtfffl t^be \^ ffiov^ Ignfyj^Ht^jM^lv 
away from the elongated pfojection such that the retainer facilitates positional adjustment 
between the connecting tube and the elongated projection but prevents disehaaeement of the 
connecting tube and the elongated prqjection. 

25* (previously presented) The communications earpiece of claim 23» wherein the reverse horn 
is flexible. 

26. (previously presented) The communications earpiece of claim 23, wherein the textured 
surface includes grooves. 

27« (previously presented) llie conununications earpiece of claim 23» wlietetn the textured 
surface includes ridges. 

28, (previously presented) iTie communications earpiece of claim 23, wherein the textured 
surface provides more occlusion when it is placed relatively deeper into the ear canaL 
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29. (new) The communications earpiece of daim 1, wherein the retaiiu 
adjacent a distal end of the cyUndrieal end portion of the cotuptection member. 

30. (new) The communications earpiece ot claim 29, wherein: 

the retaining ridge is located around an inner surface of the connection member; 

the connection member includes an elcmgated interior porti on adjacent a side of the 
retaining ridge that is opposite to the distal end of the connection member^ and 

the raised ring moves longitudinally within the elongated interior pic^on when the 
cylindrical projection of the sound horn is inserted in the connection member* 

31. (new) The communications earpiece of claim 30, wherein: 

the eloi^ated interior portiori defines a first interior diameter of said ccmnection member; 
the retaining ridge defines a second interior diameter of said comtection member, and 
the first interior diameter is greater than the second interior diameter. 

32. (new) The communications earpiece of claim 30, wherein the raised ring maintains an 
acoustic seal between the connection member and the cylindrical projection of the sound horn as 
the raised ring moves longitudinally within the elongated interior portion. 

33. (new) Thecommunicationsearpieceof claim 2, wherein: 

the first adjustment means includes a retainer having a raised ring on one of the hollow 
cylindrical projection on the transducer enclosure and the hollow cylindrical end portion on the 
connection member and a retaining ridge on the other of the hollow cylindrical projection on the 
transducer enclosure and the hollow cylindrical end portion on the connection member; and 

the raised ring abuts the retaining ridge of the retainer of the first adjustment means when 
the connection member is moved longitudinally away from the transducer enclosure portion such 
that the retainer facilitates positional adjustment between the connection member and the 
transducer enclosure portion but prevents disengagement of the connection member and the 
transducer enclosure portion. 
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34. (new) The communications earpiece of claim 24, wherein the retaining ridge is located 
adjacent a distal end of the connecting tube or the elongated projection. 

35. (new) The communications earpiece of claim 34, whereitt: 

the retaining ridge is located around an inner surface of the connecting tube; 

the connecting tube includes an elongated interior portion adjacent a side of the retaining 
ridge that is opposite to the distal end of the connecting tube; .and 

the raised ring moves longitudinally within the elongated interior portion when the 
elongated projection is inserted in the connecting tube. 

36. (new) The communications earpiece ofclaim 35, wherein: 

the elongated interior portion defines a first interior diameter of said connecting tube; 
the retaining ridge defines a second interior diameter of said connecting tube; and 
the first interior diameter is greater than the second interior diameter* 

37. (new) The coinmimications earpiece ofclaimSS, wherein the raised ring rnaintainsa^ 
acoustic seal between the connecting tube and the elongated projection as fhe raised ring moves 
longitudinally within the elongated interior portion. 
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38. (new) The communication earpiece of claim 24, wherein the elongated projection is 
connected to the transducer enclosure, the communication earpiece farther comprising: 

a second elongated projectioi^ connected to Uie ear bud for insertion into a second end of 
the connecting tube; and 

a second retainer including a raised ring on one of the connecting tube and the second 
elongated projection and a retaining ridge on the other of the connecting tube and the second 
elongated projection; and wherein 

the connecting tube can be rotated about the second elongated projection; 

the connecting tube can be moved longitudinally along at least a portion of the length of 
the second elongated projection; and 

the raised ring of the second retainer abuts the retaining ridge of the second retainer when 
the connecting tube is moved longitudinally away from the second ekmgatbd projection such that 
the second retainer facilitates positi(mal adjustment between the connecting tube and the second 
elongated projection but prevents dismgagement of the connecting tube aiid the second 
elongated projection* 

39. (new) The communications earpiece of claim 38, wherein: 

the retaining ridge of the retainer is located adjacent d first distal end of the connecting 
tube around an inner sur&ce of the connecting tube; 

the connecting tube includes an elongated interior portion adjacent a side of the retaining 
ridge of the retainer that is opposite U> tiie first distal end of the connecting tube; 

the raised ring of the retainer moves longitudinally within the elongated interior portion 
when the elongated projection is inserted in the first distal end of the connecting tube; 

the retaining ridge of the second retainer is located adjacent a second distal end of the 
connecting tube around ^e inner surface of the connecting tube; 

the connecting tube includes a second elongated interior portion adjacenit a side of the 
retaining ridge of the second retainer that is opposite to the second distal aid of the connecting 
tube; and 

the raised ring of the second retainer moves longitudinally within the second elongated 
interior portion wh^ the second elongated projection is inserted in the second distal end of the 
connecting tube. 
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